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Mayor James F Minster, Council Members Russell Porter, Sallee Orr, Bryan Benard, Brent 

Strate, and Adam Hensley 

City Manager Matt Dixon, Attorney Ken Bradshaw, Parks and Public Works Director Jon 

Andersen, Fire Chief Cameron West, Police Chief Darin Parke, Assistant to the City Manager 

Doug Gailey, Finance Director Steve Liebersbach, and Recorder Leesa Kapetanov 

 

Gary Boyer, Bruce Richins, DeVon & Bonieta Deppe, Randy & Kathy Christensen, Jerry Cottrell, Pat 

Combe, Adrienne Brown, Leon Tillett, Terry Tillett, Robert & Lynda Hoggan, Robert & Debby Bliss, 

Stacy Richards, Lynn Nebeker, Judith Faulkner, Joyce Hartman, Brandon Thompson, Daniel Dyer, 

Don & Hazel Limke, Mike Amaral, Walt Bausman, Farrell Brown, Annette Brown, Robert Higgs, 

Susan Stewart, Bob Tassone, A.T. Xanos, Tammy Taylor, Jenel Straub, Lawrence Quinn, Chet 

Acord, Rosette Acord, Wesley Stewart, Gwen Stevens 

 

 
 

A. Call To Order 

Mayor Minster called the meeting to order and called for a motion to convene. 

 

Council Member Porter moved to convene as the South Ogden City Council, followed by a 

second from Council Member Strate.  In a voice vote Council Members Orr, Porter, 

Hensley, Strate, and Benard all voted aye.  

 
B. Prayer/Moment Of Silence 

The mayor led everyone in a moment of silence. 

   
C. Pledge Of Allegiance 

Council Member Porter led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Mayor Minster announced it was time for public comments.  He noted the Council would not act 

on comments made that evening, and asked those speaking to limit their comments to three 

minutes.   

 

 

Bob Tassone, Main Point Blvd. - Mr. Tassone expressed disappointment with the apartments being 
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built off of Main Pointe Blvd. and wanted the council to be aware of them and consider whether or not 

that’s what the council really wanted in the city. 

 

Bonnie Lee Deppe, 5875 South - Ms. Deppe asked the council to live within a budget. She would like 

the citizens to vote on the tax increase and wanted the elected officials to be leaders on these issues. Ms. 

Deppe felt this wasn’t a proposed tax increase and that things have already been decided and many 

people won’t be able to afford the increase. They were hard decisions to be made, but couldn’t see why 

the city couldn’t live within a budget.   

 

Stacy Richards, 5268 S. 1200 E. - Thanked the city for filling in pot holes in front of the Boy Scout 

offices.   

 

Wes Stewart, 3625 Jefferson - Mr. Stewart thanked the police and fire for helping Ogden City with a 

neighboring fire.  He asked why residents weren’t given notice when the secondary water was shut off 

while working on 40th Street in July. People should be given 48 hours’ notice of such shut offs. He said 

this work should be done either after or before the irrigation season.   

 

Scott Nelson, 4621 Jefferson – Mr. Nelson mentioned that he’s not proud to live in South Ogden. He 

feels like the City is turning into a ghetto and that if not for the Mercantile, the city would look terrible.  

He asked that the City stop letting the City become a ghetto. He would like to see the only bowling alley 

cleaned up and wished the city code had more teeth in it to help keep properties looking nice.    

 

George Xanos, 5795 S. Main Point Blvd. - Asked how much the city would save to put the police 

department under Weber County. He also asked that the tax increase be explained to him.  Mr. Zanos 

also wanted to know if the city could save money contracting out the park maintenance and whether or 

not the people managing the city were worth the money the city paid them in comparison to other cities.   

 

Note: Written public comments submitted in the open house held prior to the council meeting are part 

of the public hearing and can be viewed in Attachment A.  Also included is a list of residents who 

attended the Open House.  The items is Attachment A were inadvertently omitted from the minutes 

approved by the City Council and were added after their approval. 

 

 

There were no scouts or students present at this meeting. 

 

A. Approval of April 27, 2017 Town Hall Meeting Minutes 

B. Set Date for Public Hearing (August 15, 2017 at 6 p.m. or as soon as the agenda permits) to 

Receive and Consider Comments on Franchise Fee Subsidy Transfers from Enterprise 

Funds.  



 

 

August 1, 2017 City Council Minutes page 3 

 
 

Mayor Minster asked that City Manager Dixon respond to a question from the public wanting to 

know what this agenda item means. Mr. Dixon explained what franchise fees were and what the 

city was contemplating by way of implementing a fee with the FY2018 budget. 

 

There was no more discussion.  Mayor Minster called for a motion concerning the consent 

agenda. 

Council Member Porter moved to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Orr.  The voice vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

The mayor invited Fred Philpot with Lewis Young Robertson and Burningham to provide a brief 

overview of the work he had done in helping the city look at the sustainability of the city’s 

utilities and general fund services. Mr. Philpot provided a review of the process the city had gone 

through over the prior months and the results of the studies that were conducted. He explained 

how South Ogden is in a similar position as many other cities in the state, i.e. they struggle to 

keep up with the increasing costs to maintain infrastructure and provide city services.  

 

Mayor Minster asked for a motion to enter into a public hearing.  

 

Council Member Benard moved to leave the public meeting and enter into a public 

hearing. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hensley.  All present voted aye. 

 

 

 

To Receive and Consider Comments on the Following Items: 

A. Proposed Utility Rate Increases 

Gwen Stevens, Gordon Ave. – Asked about the money the money City is receiving by 

increasing rates and raising taxes. It seemed like the residents are getting double bagged.  It was 

hard when there is only one person, not two incomes. 

 

Wesley Stewart, 3625 Jefferson – Expressed concerns about storm drains around 37
th
 Street; it 

didn’t seem like the City was maintaining them. The City was collecting the fees but not using 

them to keep the storm drains cleaned up.  

 

Bruce Richins, 5262 S. 1035 E. – Asked about the city’s franchise fees and utility rates. He 

wanted to know what would happen if the city did not charge itself the franchise fee. Mr. Dixon 

explained how the sustainability model was constructed and how it relates to the franchise fee 

discussions. Mr. Richins asked how the city charges multi-unit dwellings. Mr. Dixon explained 

that multi-unit dwellings each are charged a base rate and then he explained how the usage is 

calculated in addition to the base rates. Council Member Benard also explained how the rates are 

assessed and the equity of how the city charges for water use. Council Member Orr added that the 

City added this rate schedule a couple of years ago.  
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A resident expressed frustration that putting everything in the general fund is a hidden way to 

hide and balance the budget. He feels like the City is going broke and he is embarrassed to live in 

South Ogden. 

 

Farrell Brown, 4438 Jefferson Ave. – Agreed that the city is falling apart and was worried 

about the roads and the yards. He thought the job of the council was to go through and evaluate 

what really can be done to help the residents out. Mr. Brown asked that the council take more 

time to review efficiencies and good governance before increasing taxes. They should conduct an 

efficiency study and remember that they for the tax payers. Council Member Hensley asked to 

address Mr. Brown’s comments. Mr. Hensley mentioned that the council is trying to get caught 

up on its road maintenance. He explained that tonight’s meeting had been much different than the 

Town Hall where the public was asking for more and more services. The comments that evening 

had been more about residents not wanting to pay more. The council was trying to show 

leadership figure this out. The City was certainly not perfect but they were hoping to improve 

things.  

 

A resident asked where the money had gone over the years and how the city ended up here. 

Council Member Benard responded by explaining how the city’s property tax portion had 

declined over time as other entities had increased their rates. The resident responded that he was 

in favor of a study and then putting it to the tax payers. He would like to see efficiency studies 

done. 

 

Council Member Porter mentioned that in order to not have to increase revenue we have to cut 

and in order to fund enough to cover roads, etc. we would have to cut services. The city could do 

this and continue limping along barely covering our expenses but that is what it had been doing 

year after year. The tax increase was not a forgone conclusion and the council paid the same 

increases as everyone in the city.  

 

Council Member Orr brought up the list the City had put together showing the City’s efforts to 

cut costs and find ways to save money.  

 

Council Member Strate said he had a lot to say and would like to allow the public to finish their 

comments and then the council could respond once the comments had been made.   

 

Walt Bausman, 5792 S. 1075 E. – Reviewed information related to water sales and 

water-related expenditures in the water fund. He reported that some believed the residents had 

been over charged for water over the years. Mr. Bausman was concerned about the increases for 

capital and that the residents had not been aware of these needs until now. The City still had no 

updated financial statements it needed to take more time to make an informed decision. Mr. 

Bausman reviewed information related to general fund expenditures. He asked that the City look 

at the expenses before the City taxed the residents.  

 

Brandon Thompson, 5685 S. Village Way – Reviewed the South Ogden Performance Report 

from 2014 on the City’s website. He talked about the budget and the general fund transfers to 
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CDRA Fund and others. He asked about the return on investment for these transfers and then 

asked that the city gather more data on its water system before raising taxes. 

 

Scott Nelson, 4621 Jefferson – Mr. Nelson explained that experience really helped and one of 

the things he had seen is that people want to be safe and have good roads. He believed there was 

a ton of waste in government and they needed to hold people’s feet to the fire. That’s what the 

Mayor and City Manager should be doing. He saw waste in all of the cities he visited. Mr. Nelson 

encouraged the council to do their job and he would like to see improved code enforcement. This 

would help with Economic Development. 

 

Joyce Hartman, 1075 E. 4525 S. – Ms. Hartman explained that the citizens are neglecting their 

duties by not coming to watch the council do their work. The council spent hours and hours over 

the last many, many months discussing these issues on behalf of the citizens. She thanked the 

council for their hard work.  

 

Daniel Dyer, 1322 E. 6000 S. – Expressed appreciation for the services the city provided. He 

was generally against increasing property taxes and would like to see the increases minimized. 

 

Robert Higgs, 3881 Ogden Ave. – As a business owner, Mr. Higgs knew the challenges the City 

faced. He was concerned about all three increases and believed the increases will affect the City’s 

economic growth. He talked about what the increases meant to his business. He would like to see 

the city do more to keep the city cleaned up and looking nice. The increases would hurt people 

and businesses like his.  

 

Gary Boyer, 5925 S. 1075 E. – Believed the residents really wanted the deferred maintenance 

addressed and the residents wanted to see code enforcement to keep the city looking nice. He 

rated the city a C in how it was doing. He believed the city needed to focus more on Economic 

Development and cleaning up the city; that would help bring business in and then the city would 

not have to raise taxes. He recommended the city create a vision on what they wanted and figure 

out how to achieve it.  

 

B. Proposed Property Tax Increase 

Stacy Richards, 5268 S. 1200 E. – Ms. Richards mentioned she was not opposed to increasing 

taxes but was concerned about the amount of the increase. She expressed concern that the City 

had not made the hard decisions along the way and now we had a big problem. She would like the 

City to plan better to avoid these increases in the future.  

 

Wesley Stewart, 3625 Jefferson – Mr. Stewart asked about the City hiring an Assistant City 

Manager and expressed concern about the City violating nepotism laws, since the mayor’s son 

worked as an employee of the City. He pointed out that the City has been protecting wealthier 

neighborhoods from Group Homes yet inviting hotels and other businesses into his 

neighborhood. He expressed concerns about the City spending money on employee dinners and 

council dinners. Mr. Stewart also suggested the City consider hiring teenagers to help pull weeds, 

etc. and he asked about eliminating certain positions if they were not needed. Tax increases 
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should be put to the voice of the people. Mr. Stewart submitted additional public comments to the 

city recorder (See Attachment B.) 

   

 

 

C. Proposed Transportation Fee 

Bruce Richins, 5262 S. 1035 E. – Expressed concern about this fee and mentioned that this was 

a tough one for him to accept. He understood property taxes and utility rates but not this new fee 

to get more from the residents.  

 

Mayor Minster asked Mr. Dixon to further explain what this fee was. Mr. Dixon explained some 

history related to Transportation Fees and why many cities are starting to implement these fees to 

help fund road improvements. He described the need within South Ogden and how the fees are 

calculated using reliable traffic count data based on type of land use. Mr. Dixon referred to the 

charts and graphs the City produced for the Open House and invited the public to be sure to 

review the information and, if necessary, they could set up a time to come back over the next 

week and meet with staff to further review them.  

 

Brandon Thompson, 5685 S. Village Way – Mr. Thompson suggested that the City conduct its 

own study and not rely on the ITE national data because South Ogden was unique. He would like 

to have more information on this issue before a decision was made. Mr. Thompson didn’t want to 

see the businesses get a break and the burden shifted to the residents to fund the city’s 

transportation needs.   

 

Wesley Stewart, 3625 Jefferson – Mr. Stewart said that the county roads are in much better 

condition than are the city’s and they paid less taxes. He mentioned that more taxes did not mean 

better roads. He mentioned Europe as an example of how road costs are covered by charging 

more for drivers. A solution may be for a local gas tax in the city so the tax is based on use. He 

suggested the city charge people who attend South Ogden Days. He would like to see the city 

start a road maintenance repair program rather than doing nothing.  

  

Tammy Taylor, 4020 Jefferson – Ms. Taylor expressed concerns about the number of increases 

being considered by the council. She would like to see an increase in code enforcement to 

properties around her neighborhood. She was concerned about the people that pass through the 

city and don’t pay for the roads they use. She would like to see 40
th
 be a toll road. Ms. Taylor 

asked if the increases could be temporary rather than permanent. 

 

Jerry Cottrell, 5765 S. 1075 E. – Mr. Cottrell informed the public that this was the first of three 

years of increases that will occur. 

 

Rosetta Acord, 815 E. 4800 S. – Ms. Acord commented that she had heard people asking for 

improved services but also saying they don’t want increased taxes. She was concerned that while 

we are trying to cut back we need to be sure we aren’t also increasing expenses trying to do things 

our way instead of the standard way.  
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There were no more comments.  Mayor Minster entertained a motion to close the public hearing. 

 

Council Member Porter moved to close the public hearing and move back into the public 

meeting.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Benard.  The voice vote was 

unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

 

 

A. Discussion on 37
th

 Street Waterline & Road Project 

Mayor Minster asked Mr. Dixon to begin the discussion of this agenda item. Council Member 

Hensley asked if the mayor would like to allow the city council to respond to some of the public 

comments during the public hearing. Council Member Strate asked if Council Member Hensley 

was asking for the comments to be addressed in the work session or to do something different. 

Council Member Hensley just wanted to be sure the public knew when they would be able to get 

answers to their questions. Mayor Minster suggested that the public join them in the work session 

where the council would be discussing many of their questions. Council Member Benard 

suggested that would be the best thing for the public, since it was not on the agenda. Council 

Member Strate invited the public to listen to the audio which would be posted on the website 

tomorrow so they knew what the council discussed in the work session.  He asked that the public 

contact the council if they wanted to share their thoughts and ideas. Mayor Minster also invited 

the public to call any member of the council; their contact information was on the website. 

Council Member Orr reminded the group that the only item the council had to agree on was the 

property tax increase.  

 

Mayor Minster asked Mr. Dixon to review the agenda item. Mr. Dixon explained that staff had 

gotten ahead of the federal process related to the CDBG funds the city was awarded. Mr. Dixon 

outlined the options the city had at this point. Council Member Strate asked questions about the 

funding that was programmed to this project and then requested that the city instead use these 

funds for a variety of road maintenance projects this fall. He mentioned that for every dollar spent 

on maintenance the city saved seven dollars in future expenditures. The council agreed with 

Council Member Strate and directed staff to move forward with a plan to use the money for road 

maintenance projects the city could complete before winter. Mr. Andersen commented that the 

city could do crack seal and other maintenance projects but that the window to do slurry seal had 

closed given the cooler weather. Council Member Strate made additional comments related to 

pothole repairs. The council agreed to have staff prepare projects to be completed.      

 

A. Mayor – declined to give a report given the lateness of the hour and the work yet to be completed 

in the work session.  

B. City Council Members 

Council Member Hensley – had nothing to report for this meeting.     
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Council Member Orr – reminded everyone that SOBA (South Ogden Business Alliance) 

would be the next day at the old city hall building.   

Council Member Porter – said he would need to be excused at 8:30 pm but would return later. 

Council Member Strate – mentioned he had received multiple complements from residents 

who appreciated the portable restroom facility in the Nature Park.  He thanked Gary Boyer for 

the donation and help in getting it built. He then read a brief note from a resident that 

encouraged the city to look for ways to cut such as South Ogden Days before raising taxes. He 

asked for an update on the Harrison & Highway 89 project.  

Council Member Benard – thanked staff for the hard work in preparing for the Open House 

and reviewed the things the city had done to reduce costs over the years. He requested all of the 

information from the Open House be put on the city’s website.  

 

C. City Manager Dixon – reported on the Harrison and Highway 89 project and let the council 

know the final punch list items were being completed.  The city would soon be taking over the 

maintenance of the landscaping. Staff would also post the Open House information on the city’s 

website.  Mr. Dixon also reported that the Staff Review Committee had approved a conditional 

use permit for the Young Mazda Dealership to operate on Riverdale Road with one exception 

being granted on the south side of the building. This was a result of the new form based code that 

required staff to report to the council whenever a conditional use was issued by the Staff Review 

Committee.  Mr. Dixon then explained the significance of the Young Mazda project for the city.  

 

 

 

A. Council Member Benard – nothing more to add 

B. Council Member Strate – nothing to add 

C. Council Member Orr – nothing more to add 

D. Council Member Hensley – asked Parks and Public Works Director Jon Andersen to get him 

a list of the next ten road projects.  He also commented on how significant the Young 

dealerships really were for the City. He thanked Mr. Dixon and Mayor Minster and all those 

who worked hard to make this happen; these types of investments really paid off.  

E. Council Member Porter – had left the meeting prior to this agenda item  

 

 

 

Council Member Benard moved to recess city council meeting and convene into a work session, 

followed by a second from Council Member Strate.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the 

motion. 

 

A. Discussion on Budget – Mayor Minster started the work session expressing gratitude for the 

public who came to the regular meeting and expressed their thoughts with the council. He 

encouraged the council to remember these comments as they discussed the budget in this 

meeting.  
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Mr. Dixon mentioned that the meeting was meant for the council to further discuss and provide 

direction to staff on rate increases, property tax increases and transportation fees. He indicated 

that the city was approaching the deadline to decide what the truth in taxation rate would be for 

the year and that the council needed to have that decided at the August 15 meeting.  

Utility Rates – Council Member Strate proposed that the council move forward with the utility 

rate increases but that the amount coming in from the franchise fees be backed out of the rate 

calculations. He felt like this was a circular taxation and was unnecessary. Council Member Orr 

asked if the comment that the city had been overcharging residents for water for several years 

had any validity. Council Member Strate explained that the water fund balance was currently 

strong but the system still has many needs to replace water lines. He explained the connection 

between road projects and water line projects and how the city should be coordinating those 

projects. He would like to see consistency in how the city calculates the charges for services for 

each of the enterprise funds. Mr. Dixon referred to the Sustainability Model for water and how 

the model utilized fund balance to complete capital projects, in conjunction with the new 

revenues coming from the increases. The plan would be to use up some of the fund balance 

with new revenues to make improvements to the system and reduce the number of days of 

working capital within the fund. Fed Philpot with Lewis Young Robertson and Burningham 

explained additional information regarding the model and the assumptions in the model. 

Council Member Benard asked if the council wanted to fund one hundred percent of 

depreciation within the water fund. The council decided that they wanted to fund one hundred 

percent of depreciation. The council then discussed the franchise fee revenues and the impacts 

of implementing them or not implementing them within the general fund and how this affected 

revenues within the general fund. Council Member Strate reviewed information regarding 

general fund expenditures since 2005 for general government, public safety and other areas. 

Mr. Strate explained how the city’s spending has changed over these years and the impacts 

these changes had on the city’s ability to fund roads and parks. He would like to see the city put 

more money towards funding things other than general government and public safety. Mr. 

Strate argued that most of the money the city generated through property tax increases and 

franchise fees should go towards roads.  

There was some brief discussion about the Police Department Budget over the last few years. 

Mr. Dixon provided some explanation as to why general government expenditures have grown 

over the years due to some accounting changes related to IT and Fleet.  

Council Member Strate said he wanted to find more funding for roads and improved 

efficiencies in general government so the city could get more money to roads. Mr. Dixon asked 

the council if they wanted to impose the franchise fee or not. Council Member Strate proposed 

splitting the property tax increase, some to general fund and some to roads and put the franchise 

fees all to roads. There was discussion on how the council could restrict monies for roads. Mr. 

Philpot pointed out that there were a lot of capital outlay needs within the model beyond just 

roads and to be sure the council understood that if it all goes to roads they would be neglecting 

many other capital needs in the model.  
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Council Member Benard made some comments about focusing on roads but not to the extent of 

neglecting other capital needs. Mr. Philpot provided some additional explanation related to the 

city’s needs over the coming years as built into the model and wanted to make sure the council 

knew how the model and the proposed tax increases and fees impacted the city’s ability to 

move forward towards being more sustainable in funding services and capital.  

Council Member Strate asked Mr. Liebersbach how much revenue growth he projected in the 

Acting Budget outside of the franchise fee revenues. There was discussion about the revenue 

growth in the new budget and where it should go. Council Member Strate asked where the 

council wanted the one million dollars of new revenue to go between general government, 

public safety and everything else. Council Member Hensley did not want to see any new 

employees except in the fire department in year one and maybe police in year two or three. The 

council needed to allocate the new money towards one-time things such as capital equipment 

and projects like roads and ask staff to continue working on improved efficiencies. 

There was additional discussion about the new revenues in the Acting Budget and what the 

council would like to see happen with those monies. The council agreed that they were in 

support of the utility rate increases. They discussed the franchise fees and how they’d like the 

franchise fees spent. The council decided they should keep the franchise fees but that they 

wanted to allocate all of the franchise fees in year one to roads. The council then discussed how 

their decision to allocate the franchise fee revenues to roads affected the general fund and the 

sustainability model. Mr. Philpot helped the council in their discussion to be sure they weren’t 

double counting certain revenues.   

Council Member Strate asked Mr. Liebersbach about some of the budget projections in the 

Acting Budget and wanted to be sure he understood the differences between this budget and the 

2016 budget.  Mr. Liebersbach answered his questions. Council Member Strate felt like the 

Acting Budget was more conservative than previous year’s budgets.  

Mr. Dixon reviewed the impacts the council’s decision regarding franchise fees would have on 

the general fund. The council discussed whether or not they were going to increase property 

taxes and, if so, how much. They discussed that the Acting Budget did not include new 

property tax revenues coming into the general fund. They also discussed the natural growth 

within the Acting Budget and how the natural growth and new property taxes could be spent. 

Mr. Liebersbach answered some questions about how the natural growth in the Acting Budget 

was going to be spent. He mentioned that the Acting Budget included payment to the School 

District for the park property and for the master planning of the new park properties. Mr. 

Liebersbach mentioned that if the franchise fees got pulled he would recommend the council do 

away with the allocation for the master planning of the parks.  

Note: Council Member Porter returned to the work session, at which time Mayor Minster left.  

Council Member Porter then became mayor pro tem. 

Mr. Dixon summarized the understanding that the council wanted to allocate the first year of 

franchise fee revenues from city-owned utilities for transportation projects. If the council 

moved forward with the property tax increase, the $470,000 would first go to help backfill the 

$260,000 of franchise fee revenues that would be going to road projects and the remainder 
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would be used and spread out across the city to do as much capital outlay as could be done. The 

council would then reassess next budget year. Council Member Porter asked Mr. Liebersbach 

how much the city had in the general fund balance. Steve mentioned that the city had 

approximately $1.8 million or approximately 18 percent of unrestricted monies in the general 

fund. Mr. Philpot noted that was approximately 63 days of working capital, although bonding 

agencies don’t typically look at that within the general fund.  

 

Council Member Strate asked that the council look at things differently. He pointed out that 

there were things the city needed to accomplish in regards to the parks. He noted the city had 

$200,000 set aside for the parks plan in the current budget. There was also $200,000 left over 

from monies transferred over from the CDRA funds. There may be monies left over from what 

the city had set aside for 40
th
 Street also. If the council took $300,000 from fund balance and 

added it to the approximate $400,000 that would give the city $700,000 to help with the RAMP 

application, in addition to the value of the properties themselves. He would like this worked 

into the budget to be sure they were taking care of parks and roads.  

Council Member Benard expressed his desire to increase the property tax rate back to what it 

used to be and pointed out that the city was losing ground to other taxing entities and the city 

should get its portion back to what it used to be. Council Member Hensley asked about the 

yearly impacts on an average sized home in South Ogden at $58 per year. Council Member 

Benard proposed the council should do the increase. Council Member Orr asked about Mr. 

Higgs’ comments about the impacts all of the proposed tax and rate increases would have on 

his business. Council Member Porter said he’d support the tax increase if the council reduced 

or eliminated the transportation fee.  

Mr. Dixon reminded the council how the transportation fees were calculated based on different 

revenue desires and different rate structures for businesses and residents. Mr. Philpot shared 

some information about other cities’ studies his firm was helping and how South Ogden’s 

compared to the other cities. There was discussion about the different options presented to the 

council on giving businesses certain discounts as a matter of policy. Mr. Dixon referred to the 

list of roads and the costs associated with bringing the worst roads up to acceptable standards. 

Council Member Strate expressed his desire to see the city do more to cut spending. He’d like 

to see more of the money going towards streets. He was willing to sustain the same property tax 

rate year over year but he was concerned the city was becoming an employment agency with 

lots of benefits. He noted that the city was not growing in a way to be able to keep up with its 

costs and that worried him. He wanted to fix the parks and the roads.  

Council Member Strate reviewed additional ideas about the essential functions of government 

and some areas he felt the council could reduce spending. He was not convinced the council 

had done enough to cut. Council Members Porter and Benard agreed and discussed committing 

themselves to continue working with department heads to find ways to reduce spending.  

Council Member Benard summarized where he thought the council was and brought the 

discussion back to what the council wanted to do regarding a transportation fee. There was 

discussion regarding spending money to do both maintenance and rebuild projects on the roads. 
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The council wanted to be sure the city was putting enough money towards maintenance and not 

just large projects. Council Member Strate added that he would like to be sure the city was 

doing everything it could to cut before it raised taxes. He proposed the council meet before 

August 15 to review areas the city could cut.  

There was discussion about how city spending has grown since 2005. Mr. Dixon pointed out 

that the growth in general fund expenditures for 2016 were below what one would expect them 

to be if expenditures were calculated at 3 percent per year since 2005. Mr. Dixon felt it would 

be important for the public to know this information since there had been a lot of comments 

referring to reckless, uncontrolled spending by the city when the data suggested otherwise. 

Council Member Strate explained that the growth in spending occurred many years ago but it 

was still the city’s problem to have to solve.  

Council Member Hensley asked Council Member Strate if the solution was to go .0029 and but 

to also look at every line item in the budget, holding staff’s feet to the fire and not adding new 

employees or year over year expenditures until they get the budget where they wanted it. The 

council was in agreement with the summary by Mr. Hensley. The council added the exception 

of a new fire fighter and possibly a new police officer or code enforcement employee. The 

council would like staff to know that there would be flexibility and they would hope staff 

would bring staffing needs to their attention, as circumstances may arise.   

There was brief discussion regarding code enforcement efforts and ways to provide 

enforcement and park maintenance. There was discussion about the employees that took care 

of the parks, water and sewer, etc.  

The council decided to increase the tax rate to .0029, but wanted to postpone their decision 

regarding the transportation fee until after their next discussion regarding the budget. Mr. 

Dixon clarified what the council wanted in preparation for their budget work session. Mr. 

Liebersbach asked that if the council knew of certain line items they wanted discussed at the 

next meeting, they contact staff and let them know.  Staff could then help answer any 

questions the council might have.  

 

The council decided to meet in a budget public work session at 5:00 p.m. on Aug. 08.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Porter called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member 

Strate so moved.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Benard. The voice vote 

was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:35 pm. 

 

Minutes prepared by Matthew Dixon. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and complete record of the South Ogden City Council 

Meeting held Tuesday, August 01, 2017. 

  

 _____________________________                 December 5, 2017                                  

 Leesa Kapetanov, City Recorder                       Date Approved by the City Council 
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Written Comments and List of Attendees from Open House 
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Those attending the Open House who gave their naems: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME ADDRESS 

Bob Tassone 5819 Main Point Blvd 

Bonnie Deppe 5875 South 

Stacy Richards 5268 S 1200 E 

Wes Stewart 3625 Jefferson 

Scott Nelson 4621 Jefferson 

George Xanos 5795 Main Point Blvd 

Gwen Stephens Nordin Ave. 

Bruce Richins 5262 S 1035 E 

Farrell Brown 3448 Jefferson 

Walt Bausman 5792 S 1075 E 

Brandon Thompson 5685 Village Way 

Joyce Hartman 1075 E 4525 S 

Daniel Dyer 1322 E 6000 S 

Robert Higgs 3881 Ogden Ave. and Burch Creek Mercantile 

Gary Boyer 5925 S 1075 E 

Tammy Taylor 4020 Jefferson 

Jerry Cottrell 5765 S 1075 E 

Rosette Acord 815 W 4800 S 
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Written Comments Submitted as Part Of Public Hearing 
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